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Collective exhibit
celebrates healing
through art

BY TERRY OPARKA
toparka@candgnews.com

Many who come together to create art
at Paint a Miracle in Rochester have been
coming to the studio for 10 years, and some
come five or six times a week.

A lot of those artists have experienced
challenges in cheir lives, such as brain inju-
ries, cerebral palsy, depression or autism.

Shelly Tyshka, executive director of
Paint a Miracle, explained that her father,
Dale Propson, a Rochester-area dentist,
started the studio after he was hit by a drunk-
en driver, suffered a traumatic brain injury
and lost most of his eyesight. He discovered
painting as a means to heal and opened an
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This work, part of the Inner Child Collages portion of the collaborative exhibit created
by artists at Paint a Miracle, will be on display at the Belian Art Center in February.
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art studio specially designed for
those who face challenges similar
1o his own.

“We'ye had a number of exhi-
bitions,” Tyshka said. “This is the
first time a2 group worked on a col-
laborative piece together.”

Belian Art Center in Troy will
host Paint a Miracle’s “Reciprocity:
the Individual and the Collective,”
which is the result of Paint 2 Mira-
s new visiting artist program.

The four separate projects, “We
are All Connected,” “Self-Portraits
in Blue,” “Inner Child Collages,”
and “Rite of Passage™ feature indi-
vidual pieces in a collective setting,

Carol Cameron, visiting art-
ist at Paint a Miradle, explained in
a prepared statement that through
the “"We Are All Connected” exhib-
it, each arust’s individuality comes
through “an emotionally charged
dance of color movement and ex-
pression.”

“These self-portraits exhibit a
feeling of authenticity as each artist
expresses how they view themselves
for all to sce. Whenever someone
got stuck, there was always a solu-
tion with our group in mind,” she
said. “They not only bring their

depth of experience to the table,

Shelly Tyshka,
executive director
of Paint a Miracle
art studio, poses
with part of the
Self Portraits in
Blue collection,
which Is part of
the collaborative
exhibit that will be
shown at Belian
Art Center in Troy
through February.
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but also their nonjudgmental sup-
port of each other.”

“We are All Connected” is a
model of how a diverse group of
people can work together, express-
ing both individuality and unity in
a nonjudgmental and supportive
setting,” Cameron said. “It doesn't
get much beteer than that.”

“It’s been such a treat to start
the visiting artist program and of-
fer the artists substanual exposure,
and introduce artists in the com-
munity to who we are and what we

do,” Tyshka said.

“We're happy to give the art-
ists a place to exhibir their work,”
said Isabel Belian, of Belian Art
Center.

“Reciprocity” will be at Belian
Art Center, 5980 Rochester, from
Feb. 8-Feb. 28. There is an open-
ing reception from 5-9 p.m. Feb.
8. Belian Art Center is free and
open to the public noon-5 p.m.
Monday-Saturday.

For information on Paint a
Miracle, call (248) 652-2702.

Call Staff Writer Terry Oparka
at (586) 498-1054.




